Darwin's Arch, Darwin Island, Galá pagos Archipelago, Ecuador. Darwin Island, also known as Isla Darwin, is among the smallest islands in the Galápagos Archipelago, with an area of around 2.33 km 2 . Named in honor of the English scientist Charles Darwin, the island is the remains of an extinct volcano that reaches approximately 165 m above sea level. It is situated northwest of the main Galápagos Island group on the Wolf-Darwin Lineament, which extends from the Galápagos Platform to the Galápagos Spreading Center, a mid-ocean ridge separating the Nazca and Cocos tectonic plates. The formation of Darwin Island is different from the formation of the main Galápagos Islands. There are currently two theories on the formation of the Wolf-Darwin Lineament: the first theory postulates that magma rising from the original mantle plume that formed the main Galápagos Islands was channeled towards the Galápagos Spreading Center and formed Darwin Island; alternatively, a second theory states a separate rise in magma caused by stress in the ocean lithosphere by a transform fault allowed for the creation of Darwin Island.
